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their ends.
To HIS SISTER JEMIMA.
Between Zante and Patras: December 29, 1832.
At this moment our prospects are clouded, though it is nothing to you. to know this some six weeks hence. "We are threatened with twenty-one or fifty days' quarantine on our return to Malta, Don't go and tell anyone. Of course, we get into difficulties, and we get out; but if only the getting in is known, it is a good joke to hearers. At Malta we were assured by the quarantine people we should have but fifteen days for visiting the Ionian Isles, and we were sure of having nearly as much for touching at Gibraltar. Now we find that Lord Nugent has, out of his own head, put the Isles in pratique with the Morea, which is in twenty-one or forty or fifty days' quarantine with Malta. This we learned on touching at Zante (pronounced Zant). Besides, we have taken on hoard, passengers from the Morea.
Our new passengers are the military Governor of Cerigo, old Cytherea [Col. Longley], and the Consul of Patras [Mr. Crowe], and their account of the state of the Morea is deplorable. It is literally overrun with banditti; and a traveller cannot touch on the coast without being robbed. "We have had numerous instances of this in the case of military men or messengers with despatches. The coast, too, swarms with little pirates who have look-outs on the hills, who signal, and the pirate vessels run into places where our men-of-war cannot follow them. In such a state is the country that the factions, tired of mutual inflictions, have in some instances had recourse to the Turkish authorities on the other side the Gulf, for arbitration or redress, as the Belgians may be doing to Holland. Russia is at the bottom of these troubles, in^ order to gain the post of arbitration and then of sovereignty, when the Porte falls, which seems soon expected. She has encouraged a portion of the National Senate to withdraw from the seat of Government, and set up for themselves against the new Hegency, which is now in progress from Germany with King Otho. The English Consul, now on board, was forced to fly from Patras, sending his wife and family on board an English man-of-war—Sir John Franklin's. Meanwhile, the Turkish dominions aro orderly, and, while the coast fromyou tfttwfc IMI             I IIP fmijilt*«
